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Hot News Flash – ACSRH is born! 

 
AAMA Board Approves New College  
In response to a request from the SRH Organizing Board, the AAMA Board of Directors approved 
formation of the American College of Small or Rural Healthcare (ACSRH).  Through the efforts and 
support of many members, ACSRH is now officially an AAMA College, poised to broaden our ability to 
serve and shape the small or rural healthcare community. 
 
The following ACSRH Board of Directors will officially take office on January 1, 2006: 

President - James T. Fish, CFAAMA 
President-Elect - Pending 
Past-President - Deryl E. Gulliford, PhD, FAAMA, FACCA 
Communications Chair - Daniel P. Zablotsky 
Education Chair  - Alan J. Burgess, FAAMA 
Assistant Education Chair - Bruce (Pete) Peters 
Strategic Initiatives Chair - Deryl E. Gulliford, PhD, FAAMA, FACCA 
Membership Chair - Sabina C. Garrett, CFAAMA 
Assistant Membership Chair - Danny L. Blake, CAAMA 
Member-at-Large - Margaret J. Nation, FAAMA 
Member-at-Large - Pending 

 

From the SRH Organizing Board President 
 
ACSRH Colleagues and Friends, 
 
It was almost four years ago that I attended the very first SRH meeting at the 2001 AAMA Conference in 
Las Vegas.  Dr. Deryl Gulliford presented such a compelling argument for the need for a forum where 
small or rural healthcare issues could be examined and discussed that I joined up right away.  It was 
ironic, because at the time I was living in Washington D.C.!  Not exactly the location of the smallest or 
most rural healthcare organizations.  However, as often happens, I now live and work in Clovis, NM, in a 
medically underserved rural community and am truly learning to appreciate the challenges that small 
healthcare organizations face in rural areas like eastern New Mexico.   
 
It has been a long time in coming…I cannot tell you how excited I am that the AAMA Board of Directors 
has approved our request to become AAMA’s newest college.  These are definitely exciting times for 
AAMA and ACSRH!  I look forward to meeting with each of you at our College’s Networking Breakfast 
being held on Friday morning, November 11 at the AAMA Annual Conference.  It promises to be a great 



time of fellowship and discussion of where ACSRH will be headed over the next couple of years.  Don’t 
be shy!  Come by and meet your new ACSRH Board, shake hands, and get involved.  Dan will be signing 
autographs and recruiting volunteers for the upcoming year.  See you there! 
 
Jim Fish, President 
 

Wanna Link Up?  Vital Link™ Is Here! 
 
NEW!  Are you using Vital Link™?
Vital Link™, AAMA’s members-only website, is live.  Not only is this is an outstanding resource for 
locating and contacting other AAMA members, but it is a wonderful forum for meeting and “conversing” 
with individuals who share an interest in small or rural healthcare issues.  Let’s spread the word about 
ACSRH to other AAMA members and build a strong contingent! 
 
Did you know that you’re not automatically included on the Small or Rural Healthcare Listserve?  To 
enroll now, follow these simple steps: 

1. Logon to Vital Link™ at www.aameda.org.  
2. Click on "My Profile" near the upper left of your screen.  
3. Scroll about three-quarters down the page to "Listserve Selections."  
4. Highlight the listserve(s) you want to join (hold down the Ctrl key to join more than one).  

Don’t forget to select Small or Rural as one of your choices. 
5. Click on "Save."  
6. Within a few minutes you will receive a welcome email with instructions on how to send 

messages to the listserve.  
7. Send a question and start interacting with your colleagues! 

Bookmark Vital Link™ and begin expanding your connections– check out Vital Link™ today!
 

AAMA Upcoming Events 
 
48th AAMA Annual Conference, The Future of Healthcare:  Imagine the Possibilities
Make plans now for the 48th AAMA Annual Conference November 10-12, in Las Vegas, NV, at the 
Riviera Hotel and Casino.  Conference highlights include: 
• NEW!  A special track geared to small or rural healthcare issues, including the following sessions: 
¾ Developing Resources for Rural Hospitals and Healthcare Systems:  The Nevada Experience, 

presented by John Packham, PhD 
¾ A National Rural Perspective, presented by Alan Morgan, MPA 

• NEW!  A Friday College Networking Breakfast to get acquainted with your ACSRH colleagues and 
Board of Directors 

• Outstanding learning opportunities: two dynamic keynoters; 36 content-rich educational sessions; 
Federal Day; a pre-conference featuring popular 2004 speaker Paul H. Keckley, PhD; AAMA Poster 
Session; and much more 

• Option to sit for the CAAMA Exam on Wednesday, November 9, from 1:00-5:00 pm (register by 
October 14) 

• Conference details are available on the AAMA website 
 

Article Review 
 
“Rural Healthcare In Critical Condition, But Improving” George Israel, The Citizen  
Review by Daniel P. Zablotsky, Capt, USAF, MSC 
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Healthcare issues in small or rural communities seem to point to lack of physicians and investment capital 
which lead to poor standards of care.  Mr. Israel, however, points out that much of the physician exodus 
from rural locales can be attributed to unfriendly legislation.  This legislation simply drives doctors away, 
as is the case in many rural parts of Georgia.  One third of all OB/GYN physicians in Georgia have left 
due to the fear of being sued.  Similarly, no new OB/GYNs want to set up shop in Georgia. 
 
With physician shortages, local hospitals have trouble keeping beds filled, obtaining capital investment 
funds, and employing local individuals.  The resulting weakening of the community’s economy makes it 
all the more unlikely that new physicians will be attracted to these areas to set up shop. 
 
One positive outlook for small and rural communities is that recently passed civil justice reform by the 
Senate and House, and signed into law by Georgia’s governor, may give these communities the very 
boost they need to bring back estranged physicians and encourage investment of new capital in local 
hospitals.   
 
The entire article can be found online at http://www.thecitizennews.com/main/archive-050601/b-
04_healthcare.html
 

ACSRH Issue of the Month 
 
One of the goals of ACSRH is to become a forum for discussion of small or rural healthcare issues.  A 
feature that we would like to begin in this newsletter is to solicit an issue or problem that you recently 
encountered and share your solution with others who may benefit from applying your solution to their 
similar situation. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you!  Please forward your issues to Capt Dan Zablotsky at 
daniel.zablotsky@cannon.af.mil. 
    

Feedback to the Editor 
 
Would you like to post an article for the ACSRH newsletter?  Please email your articles and comments to 
the editor, Capt Daniel Zablotsky, daniel.zablotsky@cannon.af.mil, and you’ll be heard!  
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