	August 30, 2010

 

COCA’s Weekly Updates are disseminated every other week (biweekly). More frequent distributions will occur when there is emergency information or event-specific updates to share. The next COCA Update is scheduled for September 13, 2010.

The following updates were made to CDC information and guidance from August 16 – August 30, 2010. If you have any questions on these or other clinical issues, please write to us at coca@cdc.gov.  
Today's topics Include:

         Upcoming COCA Calls
         2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill
         H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources 
         Emerging Infectious Disease Journal (EID) 
         Emergency Preparedness & Response
         Health Promotion & Disease Prevention
         Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR)
         Food & Drug Safety 

Other Resources

· Subscribe to RSS 
· CDC Emergency on Twitter 
Upcoming COCA Calls 

Title: Preparing for Large-Scale Surge Incidents: Alternative Care Systems and Crisis Standards of Care

Date: Thursday, September 2, 2010 

Time: 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM (Eastern Time)

Call Number: 888-790-6180  

Passcode: 1281914

During this COCA Call, subject matter experts will present on alternate care systems and crisis standards of care. Presenters will also discuss how planning is critical for a community’s ability to respond to a large-scale disaster.

For more information on this call visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/callinfo.asp
 

Title: Shiga Toxin-Producing Escherichia Coli Infections: What Clinicians Need to Know
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2010 

Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM (Eastern Time)

Call Number: 877-918-3038 

Passcode: 1180634

Shiga toxin-producing Escherchia coli can cause severe enteric infections and the potentially life threatening hemolytic uremic syndrome (HUS) and prompt diagnosis of these infections is important to implement early clinical management. Leading expert in infectious disease medicine will provide guidance on how to effectively manage patients with STEC. 

More Information Coming Soon! 

2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

Updated: Health Surveillance - CDC (Aug 25)
The Gulf Coast Oil Spill has the potential to affect human health in addition to the effects already seen on animal and marine life. CDC, along with the affected Gulf Coast states, has developed a plan to track the potential short-term health effects related to the oil spill in the affected communities.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/2010gulfoilspill/health_surveillance.asp
 

Updated: CDC Responds - CDC (Aug 17)
CDC regularly updates this website with details about the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill response.

http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/cdcresponds.asp
 

For more information and additional Healthcare Professionals resources visit: http://emergency.cdc.gov/gulfoilspill2010/health_professionals.asp
H1N1 & Seasonal Influenza Resources

Treating and Preventing Influenza (Flu) - CDC (Aug 28)
Certain people are at greater risk of serious illness and death from flu. This includes young children, older people, pregnant women and people with certain long-term health conditions. Last flu season, for example, 80 percent of adults and 65 percent of children hospitalized from flu had a long-term health condition or were pregnant. Asthma, diabetes and chronic cardiovascular disease were the three most common conditions.
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/risk/preventing_treating_flu.pdf
 

Estimating Seasonal Influenza-Associated Deaths in the United States: CDC Study Confirms Variability of Flu - CDC (Aug 26)
CDC feels it is important to convey the full burden of seasonal flu to the public. Seasonal flu is a serious disease that causes illness, hospitalizations, and deaths every year in the United States. CDC estimates of annual influenza-associated deaths in the United States are made using well-established scientific methods that have been reviewed by scientists outside of CDC.

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/us_flu-related_deaths.htm
 

What You Should Know About Flu Antiviral Drugs - CDC (Aug 25) 

Antiviral drugs are prescription medicines (pills, liquid or an inhaled powder) that fight against the flu in your body. While CDC recommends flu vaccine as the first and most important step in preventing flu, antiviral drugs are a second line of defense against the flu. Antiviral drugs are not sold over-the-counter and are different from antibiotics. You can only get them if you have a prescription from your doctor or health care provider. 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm
 

Locate all H1N1 Flu and Public Health Guidance Documents
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/
 

H1N1 Information for Healthcare Providers
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/clinicians/
Emergency Preparedness & Response

Hurricane Readiness: Make a Plan - CDC (Aug 27)
Expect the need to evacuate and prepare for it. The National Weather Service will issue a hurricane watch when there is a threat to coastal areas of hurricane conditions within 24-36 hours
http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/evacuate.asp
Health Promotion & Disease Prevention

Infection Prevention during Blood Glucose Monitoring and Insulin Administration - CDC (Aug 25)
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has become increasingly concerned about the risks for transmitting hepatitis B virus (HBV) and other infectious diseases during assisted blood glucose (blood sugar) monitoring and insulin administration. CDC is alerting all persons who assist others with blood glucose monitoring and/or insulin administration of infection control requirements associated with use of finger stick devices.

http://www.cdc.gov/injectionsafety/blood-glucose-monitoring.html
Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) Journal - CDC (Sep 2010)

The Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID) journal provides recognition of new and re-emerging infections and understanding of factors involved in disease emergence, prevention, and elimination. It also represents the scientific communications component of CDC's efforts against the threat of emerging infections. See the September 2010 issue of the EID journal at the following link: 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/eid/
MMWR

MMWR Weekly - CDC (Aug 27)
The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) series is prepared by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The data in the weekly MMWR are provisional, based on weekly reports to CDC by state health departments. The following emergency preparedness and response related articles of interest were recently published:

August 27, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 33
· Estimates of Deaths Associated with Seasonal Influenza --- United States, 1976--2007   
· Tobacco Use Among Middle and High School Students --- United States, 2000--2009 
· Changes in Measurement of Haemophilus influenzae serotype b (Hib) Vaccination Coverage --- National Immunization Survey, United States, 2009 
· Notes from the Field: Measles Transmission Associated with International Air Travel --- Massachusetts and New York, July--August 2010 
· Announcement: Epidemic Intelligence Service Application Deadline --- September 15, 2010 
· Erratum: Vol. 58, No. RR-2         

· QuickStats: Outpatient Colonoscopy Procedure Rates, by Age Group --- National Survey of Ambulatory Surgery, United States, 1996 and 2006 
· Notifiable Diseases and Mortality Tables 

 

August 20, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 32  
· Heat Illness Among High School Athletes --- United States, 2005--2009 
· CDC Grand Rounds: Additional Opportunities to Prevent Neural Tube Defects with Folic Acid Fortification 
· Update: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) Regarding Use of CSL Seasonal Influenza Vaccine (Afluria) in the United States During 2010--11 
· Announcement: Interactive CDC DengueMap Available Online 
· Erratum: Vol. 59, No. RR-8 
· Errata: Vol. 59, No. 30 
 

To electronically subscribe to the MMWR, go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr and enter your email address in the box entitled Get email updates or click on MMWR Subscriptions.

Food & Drug Safety

Recall of Shell Eggs - FDA (Aug 30)
An outbreak of Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) that has sickened hundreds of people across the country has led to a recall of shell eggs. On August 13, Wright County Egg voluntarily conducted a nationwide recall of shell eggs on 3 of its 5 farms. Further epidemiologic and trace back information led to Wright County Egg expanding its recall on August 18 to cover all 5 farms and 380 million eggs (according to company figures). The FDA is monitoring the recall; including conducting audit checks at retail stores, wholesalers, and distributors to make sure the recalled shell eggs are being removed from the market.

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/MajorProductRecalls/ucm223522.htm#483
 

Recalls, Market Withdrawals, & Safety Alerts - FDA (Aug 29)
For information on recent FDA recalls, market recalls, and safety alerts please click on the following link: 

http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/default.htm 

 



The CDC and HHS logos are the exclusive property of the Department of Health and Human Services and may not be used for any purpose without prior express written permission. Use of trade names and commercial sources is for identification only and does not imply endorsement by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Links to non-Federal organizations are provided solely as a service to our users. Links do not constitute an endorsement of any organization by CDC or the Federal Government, and none should be inferred. The CDC is not responsible for the content of the individual organizations. 
Please send us your feedback or comments: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/coca/feedback.htm. 

Our Clinician Communication Team is committed to excellence in reporting our weekly updates.  Please e-mail coca@cdc.gov should you note any written errors or discrepancies.

If you need to unsubscribe or update your information, please email coca@cdc.gov 

If you need further information or technical help, please send an e-mail message to: coca@cdc.gov


Communicating With Clinicians
CDC currently employs several mechanisms to communicate with clinicians on topics of urgent concern and interest.
Download this flyer to find out more
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